
Opera Prelude Young Artist Programme

Established in 2010, the Opera Prelude Young Artist Programme offers professional and financial support to
young singers in the early stages of their careers.  We are looking to audition the next generation of operatic
talent for our 2019/20 Young Artist’s Programme.  

Participants  are taken on for  a period of  two years  during which they will  have access  to a range of
performance opportunities and support. Each year Opera Prelude Young Artists will take part in a series of
lecture  recitals, concerts  and  private  events  for  which  a  fee  will  be  paid.   Additionally  there  will  be
Masterclass opportunities with celebrated artists and the chance to compete for the Opera Prelude Singers’
Prize. Other support includes mentoring by Opera Prelude Alumni and contact with industry professionals.
Further  performance  work  may  be  available.  Six  successful  candidates  will  join  the  programme  from
September 2019.

Application guidelines
Opera Prelude welcomes talented individuals from all  backgrounds under 30 years of age, with proven
performance ability.

Requirements:

• Postgraduate students not returning to full time education in September 2019

• Of an academic background

 
Audition Information
Auditions will take place on Tuesday 11 June 2019 at Clementi House 128 Kensington Church St, London W8
4BH – Please note we cannot provide assistance towards your travel costs to the audition.

You can audition in one of two ways:

EITHER For  singers  who  wish  to  be  considered  for  lecturing  as  well  as  recital  work 1  Aria  +  10 minute
prepared  lecture/presentation  regarding  any  aspect  of  the  aria  presented  (examples:  historical
background of opera/composer/synopsis, current performance practices, character analysis) 

OR For singers who wish to be considered only for concerts and masterclasses 2 contrasting Arias.

• Brief Interview with Opera Prelude founders and artistic board.
• A pianist will be provided. 

How to apply
You must be recommended to the Opera Prelude Young Artists Programme by either an academic member
of staff, vocal coach or other industry professional. Your application should come to us direct from your
referee.  Please ask your referee to email your CV, a sound recording file, your covering letter highlighting
your current studies or  work and future ambitions,  and a covering letter from your referee to Amanda
Saddler, Head of  Programming and Artist Development at  amandasadler@operaprelude.org by  midnight
31 March 2019.

Applicants will be notified as soon as possible after the deadline whether or not they have been selected
for  audition.  If  selected  to  audition  please  send  music  in  advance  and  by  1st May  to
amandasadler@operaprelude.org
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Pre-audition
Before auditioning, we encourage you to attend at least one Opera Prelude Lecture Recital to experience
the kind of work you will be required to take on, and to meet some of the team. These take place every
Tuesday morning between 10.30 and 13.00 in the Caversham Room in Cadogan Hall. You can find more
information on the website: www.operaprelude.org. 

When  you  have  chosen  the  lecture  you  wish  to  attend,  please  email  Orsi  Torjak,  Events  Manager  at
events@operaprelude.org to let her know about your attendance.

The audition panel will select the singers with the greatest potential and their decision will be final.
There is no audition application fee.

What we offer you
· A two-year long commitment to work with you
· Fairly paid performance opportunities: lecture/recitals, concerts, private events and outreach work
· Invitation to compete in The Opera Prelude Singers’ Prize 
· Masterclasses with established celebrity singers and industry professionals
· Pastoral care
· Mentoring by Opera Prelude alumni
· Network opportunities within the industry 
· Bursaries and Mini grants (by application)
· Essentials:  professional  headshots,  assistance  with  writing  your  biography,  advice  on  audition

repertoire
· Professional development seminars

What we expect from you
· Availability for performances in London and the South of England
· Participation in our outreach programme
· Willingness to meet with our Donors and Sponsors, once a year (unpaid)
· Commitment to the work and ethos of Opera Prelude
· Professional work ethic

Opera Prelude is a registered charity, established with the aim of supporting post-graduate singers in the
transitional period between leaving Conservatoire and embarking on a professional career. We present
a  year  round  programme  of critically  acclaimed  and  exciting  lecture  recitals, workshops, 
masterclasses, and concerts, before a ticket paying audience. We offer a platform for singers to exercise
their performance skills, make industry contacts, and receive financial support and pastoral care.  Currently
we support almost 40 of the UK’s finest young artists, aged 25 – 34, who are not in education or full-time
employment. Most Opera Prelude Young Artists go on to successful careers, finding agents, winning prizes
and competitions and performing with major opera companies. 

Opera  Prelude takes  seriously  the  equality of  opportunities  offered  to young  performers, musicians  and
those applying to join Opera Prelude in the future, relating to sex, race, disability, sexual orientation, religion
or belief and age. 

You can find more information about Opera Prelude and our alumni on our 
website: www.operaprelude.org
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